BaseCamp Webinar Notes
of

January 31, 2015
BaseCamp, as it applies to the Long Distance Rider

Here are notes from the BaseCamp Webinar presented on January 31, 2015 by Maura
Gatensby, Jerry White and Tim Bowman. There is every possibility that I did not get down
everything that was said or covered, so proceed at your own risk as you follow these notes
to learn more about BaseCamp. What I think I heard may not necessarily be what they
think they said, but these notes have been reviewed by Maura, Jerry and Tim.
The most recent updated version of BaseCamp is available as a free download at
PC: http://www8.garmin.com/support/download_details.jsp?id=4435
Mac: http://www8.garmin.com/support/download_details.jsp?id=4449
This session was presented in the PC version, so the notes are expressed that way, too.
Therefore, Mac users may need to make adjustments.

The outline that Tim, Maura and Jerry followed for the webinar is:
1.

2.

3.
4.

5.

6.
7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

Miscellaneous Database issues
a. It's one big database
b. Lists compared to folders
c. Waypoints are in lists not folders
d. Backup & Restore
e. Toolbars
f. View
What is a Waypoint?
a. Deleting compared to removing from List
b. Imbedding Data in a Waypoint
Comparison to shaping points (Maura)
a. Via Points
Getting a Waypoint into Basecamp
a. Search
b. Import File
c. Using the map
Manipulating Waypoints
a. Individually
b. In Bulk
c. Select tool
Sorting & Naming (Maura)
Importing/Exporting
a. Excel
b. http://gpsvisualizer.com
Time Features
a. Departure/Arrival Times
b. Layovers
Routes vs Tracks
a. How to create a track from a route
b. Why are tracks important?
Points of Interest (POI)
a. How are they different from a Waypoint?
b. Display – Removing the #@&% airports
c. How can they effectively be used?
d. http://www8.garmin.com/support/download_details.jsp?id=927
Resources
a. http://garminbasecamp.wikispaces.com/
b. HELP Menu – videos, help topics
c. http://www.advrider.com/forums/showthread.php?t=933801
d. Joe Y's notes on prior LDRider Basecamp sessions
e. This List Server

The fun of learning about BaseCamp does not end with the closing of this webinar. It
continues 24/7, or whenever any one is at their email, through the ListServe Mica
Peak. You can join in and either ask or help answer questions. Sign up at
http://micapeak.com/mailman/listinfo/basecamp

Once you download BaseCamp, click on Help in the toolbar for access
to official helpful resources including tutorials, videos, a forum and
more.
Other unofficial helpful resources about BaseCamp are available as well, including but not
limited to the following (which were not discussed during the webinar):
these videos on YouTube
Lesson 1 .... the Garmin BaseCamp Map and Menu.... http://youtu.be/jDqVvHvd754
Lesson 2... data storage for Garmin BaseCamp... http://youtu.be/kpRaWRii7hE
Lesson 3....Edit and OPTIONS....... http://youtu.be/qwDSNPyVX-Q
Lesson 4....Create My Collection, your database ...... http://youtu.be/stpwMUBQLNc
Lesson 5....The Drawing Tools ......http://youtu.be/ECNujneoot0
Lesson 6.... Backup Database, Google Earth....... http://youtu.be/freaF_WciZk
Lesson 7.... Find, Search, Yelp, Icons and Data.... http://youtu.be/ayGruPddSRE
Lesson 8 ..... Connecting your GPS and moving data.... http://youtu.be/DZk5-wQbm84
Lesson 9 ...... EXTRAS on your GPS unit.... http://youtu.be/fQmuT1tmVhM
Lesson 10......Routing with NEW ROUTE tool only...... http://youtu.be/1WkOq3_FurM
Lesson 11......Routing with Waypoints your create..... http://youtu.be/qB8N7nAGb_0
Lesson 12......BaseCamp created route and then modify... http://youtu.be/pFTjsqucHSo
Lesson 13..... Auto Routing using your data...........http://youtu.be/mu4r-ee1XSk
Lesson 14.... Adding a stopover and your time element..... http://youtu.be/MJbI5STi7uo
Lesson 15 ... Common Routing errors and how to avoid them...
http://youtu.be/uS93soMx0Mg
Lesson 16 - Shared Data Files Conversion to GPX format . . .
http://youtu.be/pnQSKZJd5So
Lesson 17 - Garmin POI Loader moving data to your GPS unit . . .
http://youtu.be/uGvgv8mVPPw
Lesson 18 - Garmin Custom Waypoint Symbols . . . http://youtu.be/AuMFEzGNv3Q
A Delphi Forum
http://forums.delphiforums.com/garmi...ages/?msg=21.1 entitled "Learn Garmin BaseCamp",
which includes the author of the above YouTube videos.
A website dedicated to the long distance rider:
http://www.ldriders.com/basecamp-faq.html
In fact, for those of you not all that familiar with BaseCamp for long distance riding, I
suggest that you go to the LDRiders website and view the documents covering BaseCamp
archived there. This will give you a quick overview of the previous sessions on BaseCamp
that Maura, Jerry and Tim presented. Start with Maura's powerpoint on BaseCamp (which
she gave at the Denver Meet in August, 2014). Then in systematic order as presented by

Maura, Tim and Jerry, read through notes from Tech Day 1, notes from Tech Day 2, notes
from the Denver Meet and finally these notes from the BaseCamp Webinar of 1/31/15.
The webinar presented on January 31st was an outgrowth of Maura's two presentations at
the Denver International Meet in August of 2014. This webinar focused on waypoints and
questions surrounding them. What follows are the notes from this webinar. What follows
may not be in the order of the outline, but Tim and Maura did cover what was outlined.

The BaseCamp Webinar Notes
Default Layout
The default look of BaseCamp is to have the map on the right and the data on the left. All
of your data will be shown in the left column, upper box. Tim prefers this layout and used it
during his portion of the webinar presentation. You can use the ‘Switch Map And Data
Views’ tool in the upper tool bar to get the data on the right and above the map. Maura
prefers this view because more info is displayed and you can sort the columns in a manner
similar to Microsoft Excel. Maura's portion of the webinar presentation was shown on this
alternative layout that she prefers. You can change the size of the map and data fields in
the conventional Windows way. This document has been written for the default view.
The default layout view looks like this (map on the right, data box on lower left):

The alternative layout view looks like this (data box on right, map on lower left):

Backup/Restore
Click on 'My Collection' and see everything you have. It would be a shame to lose all that
data should something go wrong. Get into the habit of regularly backing up your data.
Backup at the end of each session is the most common practice
In the upper toolbar, click on File, then Backup. You will be prompted to identify where in
your computer you want to store this backup. Select or create a folder/file on your C
drive, or elsewhere, that you want the data to reside in. The default name of the file will
be “Basecamp <today's date>.Backup”. You can rename it as you feel appropriate.

When you Backup your BaseCamp work, you can always Restore it back to a previous
iteration of your data that is saved as “Basecamp <today's date>.Backup”. It is
recommended that you back up at the end of every session, and before any major operation
like updating the BaseCamp version. It is not necessary to keep infinite backups, that's a
personal choice. Tim showed multiple backup files on his computer and Maura keeps only
the most recent. If you ever have a glitch with your computer, if you backed up to an
external source, your files are backed up and you can avoid losing your hard work, time and
data.
Once you have this backup file, you can copy it to a stick drive, SD card or other medium,
or to a cloud based location, and then transfer all your info to another computer. This
works quite well if you do your route planning on one computer at home and use another at
work, and perhaps another for traveling. Using Backup-Restore as a means of transferring
your data to another computer is preferable to using the Garmin cloud, as the Garmin cloud
does not preserve your Folder–List data organization.
Restore
Use Restore to install saved BaseCamp information back onto your computer or onto
another computer. In the tool bar on the top of the page, select File then Restore.

You will be notified that data will be lost if you do a restore. You will be prompted to
select one of the backup files that you already have stored on your computer. That file
will overwrite your existing BaseCamp session, forever. Just FYI.

What Is A Waypoint?
Tim indicated that a waypoint is specific data marked on a map. A waypoint is any arbitrary
point on the map that you have designated you want to keep track of. It is usually stored
in the "Favorites" or "My Locations" or “Points” or “Waypoints” or whatever your personal
GPS navigation device calls its waypoint storage database. This varies by device. Your
device will usually allow you to store such things as the location, any arbitrary name you
want to supply and other information such as address, phone number, category(ies) and a
symbol/icon to be used when displaying it. You can append info to them in BaseCamp for
things like point value in a rally, or times available, etc...
Waypoints could be further classified as a start point, a finish point, a route waypoint, a
shaping point, a via point (a via point is a waypoint in a route other than start or finish) or a
POI (point of interest). A POI is an entry in the internal POI database with a name, location and usually other information associated with it, like all the gas stations, restaurants
and other businesses. One can find waypoints within your saved BaseCamp data by clicking
on a folder under My Collection, then clicking on the red flag at the bottom of the left column. Hold your cursor over that flag and it says “Waypoints” (unfortunately the pop-up
boxes are not appearing on my screen prints). In the slide below, I have no waypoints in
the selected folder. This is confirmed by the note that says “This list is empty” in the
data box in the lower portion of the left column. All waypoints, routes, tracks, etc... contained in your selected folder will be displayed in that lower box once you input them.

Managing Map Clutter
When you click on My Collection, all of the information and data you have saved in
BaseCamp will be shown in the lower box of the left column. It will all also be displayed on
the map – all of it. You may work at this level, but eventually the clutter will get the best
of you. To help save your sanity it is advised that you create multiple Folders inside My
Collection and multiple Lists inside any/all Folders.
Some of the clutter in the map data can also be reduced by changing the level of resolution
or map detail. There is a drop down selection box in the toolbar that allows you to select a
level of map detail from lowest to highest. If this is not visible on your toolbar, you'll see
it by clicking on View then Toolbars then Detail Level. (As you click the various other
options listed along with Detail Level, your toolbar will become more powerful to you while
you are working on your routes and waypoints in BaseCamp.)

New Folders
If you want a clutter-free blank map to start working on, one that has no other information
or data contained in it, once you have opened BaseCamp click on My Collection (top of the
left column). Then in the toolbar above it, click on File then New then List Folder. You can
name the new folder and it will be listed under My Collection alphabetically. All of your
data for that map will be housed in the List inside the Folder listed under My Collection.

Viewing the level of data contained on a waypoint is attained by clicking on a folder so the
waypoints appear in the lower box of the left column. Click on a waypoint name, it will be
highlighted on the map and in the box. Left click on either the balloon box on the map or
on the highlighted name in the lower box and its Properties box opens showing the data.
You can also open the waypoint by right click on the waypoint then ‘Open’.

Notice that the waypoint Properties box has multiple tabs: properties; notes; categories;
and, references. The default data is displayed when the box opens. You can add, change or
delete as you see fit. Most common alterations for LD riders are the name and symbol.
Waypoints vs Shaping Points vs Via Points
Waypoints are user added, or existing in the database, while shaping points are any
positions along a route requiring a change in direction that does not otherwise exist in any
database. Waypoints are visible points on the maps where you want to go. Shaping points
are invisible points on the map that make up your route, placing you on a specific road. .
Shaping points are not displayed on the map, and are not ‘announced’ by your GPS device
like via points. They are in the database, it is not correct to say they are not, but they are
hidden. They are called route-only waypoints, as opposed to user waypoints by Garmin.
Shaping points do not ‘count’ in GPS unit waypoint limits, and this is an important property
for GPS units that have a limited number of waypoints possible.
Via Points are points used to create a multi-point route, from Point A to Point Z by way of
(or via) some other arbitrary point(s) that you will designate. If your GPS device supports
multi-point routing, the via point can be a POI, an existing waypoint, or any other form of
location that is searchable on your device by features such as address,
intersection/junction, custom POI, etc....
If you want a via point in a route to become a shaping point go to Route properties, right
click the relevant point and select 'Don't Alert On Arrival (shaping point)'.

If you want a shaping point to become more like a waypoint, you can change it to ‘Alert On
Arrival’ in the same manner.

Waypoints in a Route: Via Points
To see a collection of waypoints in a route, open a Route properties box. To do that click
on a route shown in the lower box in the left column. When you right click on that route
name, the route color on the map is bolded and a balloon pops up identifying it by name.
Then left click on that route name in the box in the lower left column and an options box
pops up. Click on Open and a Route Properties box opens. Right Clicking the route name
will also pop up a box from which one can choose from a long list of options including
Properties. All of the waypoints are listed. The first one is your start point, the last is
your end point and the rest are via points.

You can make a via point into a shaping point. For each via point in your route, your GPS
device will alert you when you approach and reach it. Shaping points are approached,
reached and passed with no GPS device warning. So, while in the route properties box, left
click on the via point that you want to change to a shaping point. Select “Don't Alert On
Arrival”. You will ride to and pass that point on the highway without any notification from
your GPS device. Shaping points are there only to force the route, and rider, to go on
specific roads.

You can also add a shaping point to a route by using the Insert tool – the big crayon. Click
on the crayon (which becomes your cursor), click on your route approximately where you
want to cause a change, then click on the road point where you want the shaping point to be
located. As you slide the cursor over your route, a large black line will appear between
waypoints.

And then as you move the cursor to where you want the shaping point located, a thinner
dashed line will appear.

Click where you want to place the shaping point and the route line changes to include it.
Once you create the shaping point you can open your Route Properties box to view that
particular shaping point. The computer generated ones remain invisible. Click on it in the
Route Properties box and it is highlighted in the box and on the map.

Points Of Interest (POIs)
Zoom in on your map while using a high level of map detail and chances are you'll see lots of
clutter created by POIs that come with BaseCamp. For individual routes you can uncheck
some of those POIs.
To zoom in on a map, use the Magnifying glass on the toolbar, go to Tools then Zoom, use
the slider bar in the map's upper left corner beside the compass, or use your mouse.
Select the map's level of detail using the drop down menu box in the toolbar. You can
select from Lowest to Highest.

To locate the list of POIs, click on Edit from the main menu bar, then Options, then choose
the Activity Profile. Under the Map Display Features, press the Select button beside the
Select features to be displayed. This opens up a pop-up box titled Displayed Features. By
default, all are checked. At the bottom of the pop-up box check Expand All. Now you can
see every POI that is checked for display and you can proceed to uncheck the ones you do
not wish to have displayed on your route map. When you have finished unchecking POIs,
click Close on the Displayed Features Box and then OK on the Options Box. Your clutter
should be reduced when you zoom in with a high level of map detail. Unchecking all of the
boxes and then checking only the fuel box might be helpful in planning a UCC ride where
your only concern is where fuel is available.

If you have a route open, you can select the features displayed in the route as noted. The
same menu selections can be used to alter the display of POIs in the entire map if a route
is not open.

Adding Waypoints
As with any computer software there are multiple ways to add waypoints to routes:
a. user created;

b. import from files; and,

c. using the BaseCamp Search option.

A. For the user created waypoint, all one needs to do is to click the cursor on the map
(almost). On the toolbar up top, locate the tool that looks like a red flag. That's the New
Waypoint tool. If you don't see it go to Tools then Waypoint. Once you click on the flag it
becomes your cursor so where you click on the map you create a waypoint. You can create
waypoints on roads or anywhere on the map.
When you create a new waypoint, a balloon pops up and identifies it. It also appears in the
lower box of the left hand column. If you do not have a List in your Folder to contain the
waypoint data, BaseCamp will automatically create a List for you so that it can hold your
waypoints. BaseCamp names it New List. You can rename it by right clicking on it and then
selecting Rename and typing in the name you'd prefer.

Like every other waypoint, you can access the Properties box by right clicking on the
balloon that popped up on the map by the waypoint. Or you can left click on the waypoint
name in the box in the lower portion of the left column, then click on Open.

The above example required the user to know exactly where the waypoint was to be
physically located. If you know the longitude and latitude position of the waypoint but not
necessarily where it is exactly, you can still manually create that waypoint.

Using the waypoint flag, click anywhere on the map (preferably out in the open area away
from things). Then open the Properties box. Then you can manually type in the position of
the waypoint and BaseCamp will immediately relocate the waypoint for you. To see it on the
map, left click on the waypoint name in the box in the left column and then select Show On
Map. BaseCamp will take you right to it.

It is also possible to directly enter waypoint coordinates by selecting the Find option in the
main toolbar, then select Coordinates. A pop-up box will allow you to insert the coordinates
and make it a Waypoint. Type in your coordinates and click Create Waypoint. It is
automatically shown on the map.

When you are done manually adding waypoints to the map using the flag, don't forget to hit
Escape or select the Pan tool (big hand) so that you don't accidentally create unwanted
waypoints. DAMHIK.

B. Importing waypoints from a file is common for rallies. You've saved the file of
waypoints on your computer from the data that the Rally Master provided. Click on the
Folder that you want to import the waypoints into. In the top toolbar select File. Then
select Import. Notice that BaseCamp includes the Folder name in that Import command,
just to help you be sure where you want it. Then select the saved file from your C drive.

(During the webinar, Jerry indicated that EZBake is an Excel tool to help the rally rider
sort and analyze rally waypoint data. EZBake is avaliable at http://jeanandrick.org/bonistuff.htm. Additional ride planning tools can be reviewed at
http://hardtxrider.blogspot.com/2012/08/ride-planning.html. It was suggested that any
of these tools beyond BaseCamp be the subject of other seminars/classes/webinars and
best taught by others, such as their authors. This webinar's focus is waypoints.)

C. The Search option is a write-in box located in the upper right corner of the map. For
this example I typed in 'gas'. A new right column appears with the answers (your results
may vary depending on how old your map is). If you want the third gas station on the list to
be a waypoint (you're planning to get gas there and it will be a stop on your route), left
click on it in the search results list, then left click on the red flag that appears in the
balloon that popped up on the map attached to that gas station. Or left click on the blue
marker that Garmin placed on the map and select New Waypoint.

Manipulating Waypoints In Bulk
Once you have multiple waypoints in your List, they will be displayed in the lower box in the
left column. To give them all the same symbol you can highlight them all by clicking on the
first one, holding down the Shift key on your keyboard and clicking on the last one. Or you
can click on CNTRL A and all will be selected or if you don't want to select the contiguous
items, hold down the CNTRL key and click on the ones you want to edit. Left click and a
dialogue box opens. Click Open and a Properties box opens for the selected waypoints. It
tells you how many waypoints you have selected. It also displays what data can or cannot
be changed. Click on the down arrow in the Display Mode box and select the icon you want
to see on the map. This icon will apply to all the selected waypoints. I have five gas
stations selected in the screenshot below and will change the display symbol for them all to
be the same symbol..

A New Route
With all five gas station waypoints highlighted in the lower box in the left column, right
click. Then select Create Route.

A new route is immediately created and displayed on the map. Notice that the order of
the waypoints listed in the lower box is the way the route goes, so you may want to change
the order of some waypoints. The route is now named and listed in the lower box along
with the waypoints.

To make changes to the route, open the Route Properties box. Right click on the route
name in the lower box, then click on Open. Or hover the cursor over the route line on the
map, right click and select Open. You'll see the Route Properties box. You can change the
name of the route in the route properties .

We want to start at station 761, not have it the second stop. Left click on it in the Route
Properties box to highlight it. Then, using the up arrow on the right side of the properties
box, click the arrow and move the waypoint within the list of waypoints.

Rename the route by highlighting the default route name and simply typing over it. And get
the route to follow streets by clicking on the drop down box to the right of the route name
you just typed in and select the routing option you desire. (Hint: for motorcycle rallying it
seems best to select the Driving option, not the Motorcycling option. For flower-sniffing
rides, it may be a different decision).

Time Features – Depart, Arrival, Layover
While in the Route Properties box, set start times, arrival times and/or layover times for
any waypoint. Left click on the waypoint name in the route list, select Edit Waypoint. The
start waypoint and the end waypoint only have depart and arrival times, respectively. The
remaining waypoints have both arrival and depart times, as well as layover times. The user
can set any of these times. Layover times are especially helpful to the rally rider if you
have multiple waypoints to stop at and know each will take “x” number of minutes to achieve
what you need for those rally points. BaseCamp will then calculate the time needed for
the ride and provide you with the total time as well as the arrival/departure times at each
waypoint. (More later).

(Maura gave a more detailed discussion of layover times and how BaseCamp can help you
handle your time management issues at the Denver Meet in August, 2014. Notes from her
presentation are located at the LDRiders.com web site. If you are interested in that
presentation, please visit the LDRiders web site).
Sorting By Waypoint Feature
Waypoint properties can be viewed by right clicking on a waypoint listed in the lower box in
the left column, then clicking on Open. At a minimum a waypoint needs a name, a symbol
and a position (longitude and latitude). But there are other data types that can be filled in
by the user. One data type discussed during this webinar was elevation. Rally riders can
elect to put the point value of a waypoint in the elevation slot. Why? So the rider can
then sort waypoints by value. The user can elect to change any of the thirteen data

features in the waypoint properties box. Most allow entry of only numbers.

To best view the waypoint data for sorting, it is suggested that the user change the view
of the BaseCamp desktop. Click on the Swap Map And Data View tool. Since we want to
sort waypoint data, click on the waypoint flag icon just above the waypoint name column. To
sort the data, click on the column heading. If you want it in the other order, click it again.

Google Earth
Tim also mentioned using Google Earth to preview waypoints or routes, or the map
generally. Does the waypoint have the features needed for the rally photo requirements?
Use Google Earth to find out. Click on the waypoint in the list that you want to preview, or
simply zoom to the area of the map you want to view in Google Earth. Go to the upper
toolbar, select View, then Google Earth, then Selected Item, if it is a route or waypoint.

BaseCamp automatically initiates Google Earth. And Google Earth automatically zooms in on
your selected waypoint. The user should note that the Google data may be outdated. The
date of the pictures is shown at the bottom of the picture.

Manually zoom in the Google Earth view to get the street view. The user can see the
waypoint and determine if the rally photo requirements can be met.

Maura suggested everyone should download Google Earth Pro since it is now free.
Time Features – Depart, Arrival, Layover
To alter the start time of a ride and the arrival times at waypoints, open the Route
Properties box. Simply right click on the route in the data box in the lower portion of the
left column, select Open. To alter the time features for a waypoint, right click on a
waypoint listed in that route box, right click and select Edit.

Click on the Arrival time and you'll see the default time based on your start time.
Assuming you have a time specific appointment at that waypoint, you can type in the time
you want to be there. Click OK then when that edit box closes, select Recalculate found at
the bottom of the Route Properties box. You'll now see that the start time has been
adjusted for when you have to leave to get to the appointment.

In order to type in a layover time, you must click on the Departure Time inside that Edit
box. You can type in the departure time yourself or type in the length of time you want to
stay for the layover. When you type in layover times, to the left is the number of hours
and to the right is where you type in the number of minutes you want to stay. Click OK
then Recalculate and BaseCamp will automatically show you your route with the new time
constraints.

Waypoints always alert the rider when approaching and when reaching the waypoint. If the
user desires to make that a silent waypoint, open the Route Properties box, right click on
the waypoint you want, then select Don't Alert On Arrival.

Conclusion
In this webinar, Maura, Tim and Jerry took their audience through a comprehensive lesson
on waypoints. They taught us how to create, input, manage, save, delete, manipulate, sort
and customize waypoints – in bulk as well as individually. They showed us waypoints, shaping
points, via points, start points, end points and Points Of Interest. They brought it all
together and showed the practicality of it all by creating, saving and customizing routes –
even being able to see the entire route from the Google Earth street level photography.
Much thanks to Maura, Tim and Jerry for the webinar.

<< end >>

