
Looming 
 
There are some things that make you electrical installations stand out as being 
professionally done.  Believe me I’ve seen some real messes and then again I’ve seen 
some that look like a work of art.  While you do not have to put in the effort to create the 
later you should try to avoid the former.  Nothing will help your installations look better 
than proper looming.  This performs several functions: 

1. Protects your bare wires and keeps them from chaffing. 
2. Protects them from exposure to heat in places like your engine bay. 
3. Allows you to organize your wiring installations for later trouble shooting. 

 
This is not really difficult so lets just dive right in with the various types of looming that 
are available to us: 
 
Split Looming – this is one of my favorites.  It is essentially a plastic tube that has a split 
in it so you can insert the wires.  I commonly organize my wiring by putting a single 
circuit, positive and negative, in a single Split Loom.  These are easy to install as you do 
not have to feed the wires through but can just press them into the loom.  You can also 
pull a wire out of the loom as it passes by for termination. 
 

 
You can see it comes in various sizes and can be cut to length easily with a pair of 
scissors. 



 
See as this loom passes the ground block I have a wire that is pulled from the loom for 
termination (primary ground).  I put a piece of electrical tape on either side of where I 
pull this wire through to keep it in place and secure the split in the loom at that point. 
 
The second most prominent type of looming is a spiral loom.  You can thread wires 
through it if the loom is substantially bigger than the wires but normally I install it by 
wrapping the spiral around the wires.  It provides a very tough and durable protective 
coat to your wires.  While the split loom is better at environmental protection this type of 
loom excels at keeping your wires from chaffing on sharp surfaces. 



 
 
Next is the shrink tubing that we have been using.  I have used this as an additional tough 
coat over several wires but it is not as good for long runs (say from rear to front of bike).  
There are many different ways to buy it.  In the kits of different sizes all cut to about 6 
inches in length, in longer 3 foot long strips of varying diameters as you can see my red 
and black selection and finally you can buy it in rolls for those real industrial jobs! 



 
 
This next one I do not even have a name for but is like a snake skin.  It is very 
expandable and flexible as it is a woven plastic material.  This one you have to thread the 
wires through but you can see that you push it together (compress it from one end to the 
other and let it slide forward something like an inch worm.  It is cool stuff but I will say it 
just gets to look a bit ratty after a long time or when weathered.  Once on you just use a 
flame to melt the threads on the end a bit to keep the weave from unraveling.  Very 
unique stuff. 
 



 
 
An oldie and a goodie is electrical tape.  Take a look at the electrical harness on your 
bike.  Most likely it is fully wrapped in electrical tape and it is there to last.  Notice I also 
have it in various colors so I can color code things: 



 
 
One of the more obscure things is paint on tape – or liquid tape.  I’ve even seen this in 
spray on form now.  This stuff is messy but sometimes it can be darned handy! 



 
 
Lets take a look at some uses: 
 



 
Several things to notice in this picture: 

1. The spiral loom that comes in from the right beside the split loom and then 
reemerges just above the bracket with the holes in it. 

2. Of course the split loom that is coming in from the right and the other that is 
vertical in the upper left of the picture. 

3. Notice the main harness that is resting on the radiator.  That piece of plastic is 
simply some tubing bought at the hardware store and I split it with a blade then 
encapsulated the harness in it at this critical point to add further protection.  A 
little trick 

 



 
This picture demonstrates both spiral and split looming.  Notice the tie wraps that hold 
the wires in place.  I consider tie wraps critical and use plenty of them to get my wires 
into place and keep them where I want them. 
 



 
This is looking down into my engine bay.  Notice the split loom and spiral loom that are 
solidly tie wrapped to the frame of the motorcycle.  These tie wraps keeps the wires 
secure and clear of moving and hot parts. 
 



 
Split loom, spiral wound, tie wraps – it’s all here and these wires are secure. 
 
If you properly loom and protect your wires you will minimize those on the road failures 
because believe me it is not going to happen while you are stopped for lunch on a nice 
sunny day next to a Honda dealership.  No…it will be on a cold night when the rain is 
pounding down, you are on a bridge with no shoulder and their ar no overhead lights! 
 
In all my years I’ve only experienced one electrical failure and it was not critical.  It is 
best to do the job right and avoid any emergencies while you are all warm and in you 
garage. 
 
Brian R. 


